SUBJECT TERMS
"A master of deception will tell you the truth -the whole truth, but he may tell it in such a way that no one will believe it." -Anonymous
We often look for a single defining event which properly characterizes a great statesman's ability to shape world events.
As the legacy of Anwar Sadat, the events leading up to the 1973
Arab-Israeli War bear the distinctive mark of a master statesman, capable of using all aspects of national power to achieve his strategic objectives. As we look at each step in this masterful turnabout, we will see the imprint of an expert in strategy, a master of "the art of the possible"
Assumptions.
On his accession to Egyptian leadership, Sadat was forced to concentrate on two interests, the national interest of regaining Israelis.
Objectives and Priorities.
As Sadat put his plan of action together he faced clear choices in objectives and priorities. These objectives included: 
Success Beyond Expectations.
The success of Sadat's strategy exceeded even his own somewhat grand expectations. In retrospect, he can rightly claim to have been the architect of a great victory, but it is difficult to believe that even he envisioned the great success he would achieve.
Sadat initiated his plan of action with a dramatic gesture The lessons we can take from Sadat's moves in preparation for the October War are many, but we will focus on only threestrategic deception, the proper use of military force, and the synergistic use of diplomatic, economic, and military tools.
Sadat's deceptions clearly remind us that conclusions based on assumptions are not facts.
Throughout Sadat's preparations for war, we and the rest of the world were blinded by the obvious, and we therefore ignored it. 6 Sadat's strategic deception led to Israel's strategic dislocation.
Sadat showed us a proper and restrained use of military force in order to achieve a diplomatic breakthrough. In the words of Henry Kissinger, "Rare is the statesman who at the beginning of a war has so clear a perception of its political objective; rarer still is a war fought to lay the basis for moderation in its aftermath. ' Sadat's legacy in the October War is perhaps best described by Egypt's most distinguished intellectual, Tawfik el-Hakim.
"The profound meaning of October 6 is not merely a military victory or a material crossing, as much as it is a spiritual crossing to a new state in our history .
and that stage is the reconstruction of our civilization. ''g
